8 . (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 1, wherein said motion vector detector is an integer 
precision motion vector detector that detects an integer precision 
motion vector from the data outputted from the first storage unit 
and the data outputted from the second storage unit. 

9 . (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 1, wherein said motion vector detector comprises: 

an interpolation pixel generator for receiving the data 
outputted from the first storage unit, and generating decimal 
precision pixel data; and 

a decimal precision motion vector detector for detecting 
a decimal precision motion vector from the data outputted from the 
interpolation pixel generator and the data outputted from the 
second storage unit. 
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10. (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 1, wherein said motion vector detector comprises: 

an integer precision motion vector detector that detects 
an integer precision motion vector from the data outputted from the 
first storage unit and the data outputted from the second storage 
unit; 

an interpolation pixel generator for receiving the data 
outputted from the first storage unit, and generating decimal 
precision pixel data; and 

a decimal precision motion vector detector for detecting 
a decimal precision motion vector from the data outputted from the 
interpolation pixel generator and the data outputted from the 
second storage unit. 
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13. (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 11, wherein said interpolation pixel generator comprises: 

a shift register unit comprising at least two shift 
registers; and 

an interpolation unit performing interpolation using 
pixel data stored in the shift register unit. 
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14 . (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 11, wherein said interpolation pixel generator comprises: 
a shift register unit comprising, at least, (the number 

n ^ 

[J- of pixels to be read out in a specific direction + 2) pieces of 
shift registers; and 

an interpolation unit performing interpolation using 
pixel data stored in the shift register unit. 
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16. (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 11 further comprising an integer precision motion vector 
detector for detecting an integer precision motion vector from the 
data outputted from the first storage unit and the data outputted 
from the second storage unit. 



W^jL^ 22. (Amended) A motion vector detection apparatus as defined 
in Claim 20 further comprising: 

an interpolation pixel generator for receiving the data 
outputted from the first storage unit, and generating decimal 
precision pixel data; and 

a decimal precision motion vector detector for detecting 
a decimal precision motion vector from the data outputted from the 
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interpolation pixel generator and the data outputted from the 
second storage unit. 



30. (Amended) A motion vector detection method as defined in 
Claim 23, wherein said motion vector detection step is an integer 
precision motion vector detection step of detecting an integer 
precision motion vector by using the reference area data and the 
target block data. 



31- (Amended) A motion vector detection method as defined in 
Claim 23, wherein said motion vector detection step comprises: 

an interpolation pixel generation step of receiving the 
pixel data constituting the reference area data, and generating 
decimal precision pixel data; and 

a decimal precision motion vector detection step of 
detecting a decimal precision motion vector, using the data 
outputted from the interpolation pixel generation step, and the 
target block data. 



32 . (Amended) A motion vector detection method as defined in 



an integer precision motion vector detection step of 
detecting an integer precision motion vector, using the reference 
area data and the target block data; 

an interpolation pixel generation step of receiving the 
pixel data constituting the reference area data, and generating 
decimal precision pixel data; and 

a decimal precision motion vector detection step of 
detecting a decimal precision motion vector, using the data 
outputted from the interpolation pixel generation step, and the 
target block data. 



36. (Amended) A motion vector detection method as defined in 
Claim 33 further comprising an integer precision motion vector 
detection step of detecting an integer precision motion vector, 
using the reference area data and the target block data. 



Claim 23, wherein said motion vector detection step comprises: 




